
is actually a high tech, state of 

the art facility that is leading 

the way in landfill manage-

ment technology with an  

eagle eye on the environment 

as it goes. 

 

The landfill has gone far 

beyond its humble begin-

nings as a dump.  If a 

landfill could be called 

immaculate then the 

Glenmore Landfill is defi-

nitely that. But as much 

as 60% of the staggering 

100,000 tons of garbage 

brought into the landfill per 

annum is still mixed house-

hold garbage and it is this 

garbage, no matter how care-

fully it is managed, that cre-

ates the problem for which  
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Q:  Where does the Lone 

Ranger take his garbage? 

A:  To the dump, to the 

dump, to the dump, 

dump, dump.  

 

Nowadays however the 

Lone Ranger and Silver 

would trot their garbage 

out to the landfill on 

Glenmore Road.  Al-

though still referred to 

as òthe dumpó by most 

Kelowna residents, the 

Glenmore Landfill is a 

managed landfill site and 

a far cry from òthe dumpó it 

was in its early years.  Those 

of us with long standing ties 

to the Glenmore area can 

remember back to the days 

when, if the wind was blowing 

in the wrong direction on a 

hot summer night, the smell  

made sitting outside an un-

pleasant affair.  But it has 

been years since Iõve smelled 

anything coming from the 

landfill direction of Glenmore 

Road and there is a good 

reason for that.  Laugh if you 

will but the Glenmore Landfill 

The City of Kelowna has re-

cently engaged Associated 

Engineering in the planning 

and design work to provide 

for a new four lane arterial 

divided roadway in Glenmore 

as identified in the 20 year 

Servicing Plan.  Planning will 

take into consideration a six 

lane section for future 

growth. 

The new Glenmore Bypass 

from Dallas Rd. to north of 

Scenic Rd., will follow a new 

alignment along a corridor to 

the east of the existing Glen-

more Rd. that is currently 

undeveloped.  

Detailed design work is un-

derway with construction 

subject to Council budget 

approval in a future year. 

 

For additional information on 

current City projects visit 

www.drivekelowna.ca for up 

to date roadwork and project 

information. 

Installation of Gas Recovery 

System 

Glenmore Landfill Takes The Lead 
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òA strong, growing 

membership 

means a louder 

voice at City 

Halléó  

Presidentõs Report 
This meeting gave the 

GVCA the opportunity to 

present some concerns 

identified by our board.  

There is the ongoing safety 

issue at crosswalks in our 

neighbourhoods and we 

requested amber flashing 

crosswalk lights where 

Glenmeadows and Watson 

Road intersect with Glen-

more Road.  We also re-

quested that the City con-

tinue looking at a UBCO 

connection with Glenmore 

Road; a connection with 

the least impact on residen-

tial areas.  Also high on our 

priority list was a commu-

nity beautification initiative; 

suggested were banners 

and flower baskets for the 

commercial areas.  We also 

asked that the City start 

planning for a Glenmore 

Valley community sports 

and event facility and we 

need to keep this issue alive 

by mentioning it often. 

 

Glenmore continues to 

grow and we are hoping to 

increase our membership 

along with this growth.  A 

brand new state- of the- art 

middle school is growing 

from the ground as I write 

this.  Developments such as 

Wilden and Yaletown con-

tinue to extend the 

boundaries of our commu-

nity and there are new de-

velopments on the drawing 

board that will take the 

boundaries further still.   A 

strong, growing member-

ship means a louder voice 

at City Hall and will enable 

our community to have 

some voice in the size and 

shape of our growing area.  

You will find a membership 

form included in this news-

letter and extra forms are 

available at the Drinkõn 

Water Shop at Glenpark.  

Please become a member 

or encourage a neighbour 

to sign up if you are already 

on the membership list.  My 

contact information is in-

cluded in this publication 

and on the GVCA website.  

Please contact me if you 

have anything to discuss.  

Iõm looking forward to the 

next six months, to a gen-

eral meeting in September 

and to reporting on a suc-

cessful year at the next 

AGM in November. 

Graeme James 

Itõs hard to believe that six 

months have gone by since 

the Glenmore Valley Com-

munity Association AGM.  

Weõve made great strides 

in the last six months and 

before I go any further I 

would like to say thank you 

to the hard working execu-

tive and directors at large 

for their time and dedica-

tion to the GVCA. 

 

Our membership continues 

to grow and one member-

ship drive event was held in 

April at the Glenpark IGA.  

Thanks to IGA owner Dar-

rel Hazel for supplying the 

location and the hot dogs 

and drinks.  We sold a few 

hot dogs and memberships 

and talked to many 

people and it was a 

great event to build 

some community 

awareness for the 

GVCA. 

A key event of the 

last six months was a 

meeting with Mayor 

Sharon Shepherd 

with presidents of 

many of the cityõs 

community associa-

tions in attendance. 

Graeme 

James 

2006/07 

GVCA 

President  

G L E N M O R E  V A L L E Y  C O M M U N I T Y  A S S O C I A T I O N  

 

All Glenmore residents are urged 

to attend:  
 

Our Annual General Meeting  

November 21, 2007  
 

Kelowna Bible Chapel  
    On Vineland at Bernard Avenue  
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the Glenmore Landfill now 

has a nifty solution. 

Buried garbage produces meth-

ane gas, one of the greenhouse 

gas emission nasties.  Responsi-

ble for the ripe smell emitting 

from the old dump and still 

evident at dumps which have 

not made the leap to a managed 

landfill, methane gas makes up 

55% of greenhouse gas emis-

sions.  Several years ago the 

Glenmore Landfill made a con-

scientious leap from status quo 

to landfill management leader 

and installed micro turbines 

which are powered by the 

methane gas drawn off of the 

landfill site.  The three Cap-

stone micro turbines generate 

enough power to run 60 homes 

and there is the potential to 

add 3 more micro turbines into 

the array. 

 

Darren Enevoldson is a landfill 

gas technician extraordinaire. 

He ensures the process of 

drawing off methane gas and 

converting it to energy happens 

efficiently and safely with strin-

gent monitoring and a well re-

hearsed routine of checks and 

balances.   Perforated PVC pipe 

is laid down into the landfill for 

every 4 meters of mixed gar-

bage.  There are approximately 

5 kilometers of pipe already laid 

and the methane gas is drawn 

off through these pipes, through 

a compression system and on-

ward to power the micro tur-

bines.   

 

Darren explained the life span 

of the landfill is approximately 

another 50 years but plans are 

already in the works for a 

leachate recirculation pilot pro-

ject that may extend the life-

span beyond that.  Simply put 

this project would take the 

dirty water that seeps from the 

landfill area and is currently 

released into the city sewer 

system and pump it back into 

the landfill mass.  Doing so will 

increase the moisture level of 

the mass which will in turn in-

crease the rate of decomposi-

tion.  As the rate of decomposi-

tion increases so does the pro-

duction of methane gas and 

more methane gas equals more 

potential energy.  If the fill can 

be settled more quickly it pro-

vides more space for more fill 

and could, in the long run, ex-

tend the life of the landfill be-

yond its current life expectancy 

thereby delaying the need for a 

new landfill site. 

 

 

Caption 

describing 

picture or 

graphic.  

òThe three 

Capstone 

micro turbines 

generate 

enough power 

to run 60 

homeséó 
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valley down to the lake. 

In 1910 the south end of Dry 

Valley (about four square miles) 

was bought by some city resi-

dents who formed Central 

Okanagan Lands Ltd.  This in-

cluded the area east of the now 

Gordon Drive that was Prid-

ham Orchards, where Capri 

Shopping Center is located, and 

Bankhead Orchards where the 

In the days before the Munici-

pality of Glenmore was incor-

porated, the area was called, 

ungraciously, Starvation Flats or 

Dry Valley, as it had no irriga-

tion and was like a desert.  

There was only bunch grass in 

the valley and trees, mostly 

pines, on the slopes.  A small 

watercourse, often called 

Brentõs Creek, ran through the 

Bankhead Elementary School 

and surrounding residential 

area is built.  It took in the 

valley between Knox Moun-

tain and Dilworth Mountain 

and went north approxi-

mately to the area where the 

landfill is located. 

The land company divided 

the area into lots 10 to 16 

acres and a few smaller lots, 

A Bit of History... 

Irrigation brought new 

life to the dry valley  

 It might be too much to consider the Glen-

more Landfill as an undiscovered gem in our 

midst but neither is it the stinky dump that 

once cast its odiferous pall over our beautiful 

valley.  The grassy, tree lined berm that fronts 

the landfill is well maintained and provides a 

green belt buffer between Glenmore 

Road and the landfill.  The landfill itself 

is a model of efficiency and technology; 

a well managed site with an eye to the 

environment and to the future and it 

has taken a leadership role in manage-

ment for landfills of a similar size in 

British Columbia.  As a long time resi-

dent of North Glenmore I truly appre-

ciate the facility as it is now, especially 

on those warm, summer evenings 

when the breeze is blowing in from the 

north. 

Report by Jane-Marie James 

 

The Glenmore Landfill is open seven days 

a week from 7:30 am to 4:45 pm 

òThe landfill 

itself is a 

model of 

efficiency and 

technology; a 

well managed 

site with an 

eye to the 

environment.ó 

The Beautiful  

Glenmore Valley  


